
How to... 

Maths Across the Curriculum  

(MAC) 

Help Your Child     
at Home 



Introduction 

At Settle College we understand the crucial role that the relationship between 

parents and college has in supporting students.  We want students to feel confi-

dent and equipped to learn, with the transition from year 6 being one in which 

students need the most support.  We have therefore written this guidance for 

parents on supporting your child with their mathematics.  It is relevant for all 

year groups at KS3, with additional information included regarding year 7. 

A lack of confidence in basic numeracy skills in particular can really hold students 

back, and yet this is an area where all staff in school, together with parents, can 

make a real difference.  Students who are the most confident in maths can bene-

fit from support from home too, in being encouraged to pursue their interest in 

mathematics by learning independently. 

Basic numeracy is skills such as understanding place value, directed numbers, 

times tables, and the basic calculations of addition, subtraction, multiplication 

and division.  It also includes understanding units of time.  Mathematics is much 

broader than numeracy however, and extends to ways of thinking mathematical-

ly; organising, categorising, looking for patterns and selecting appropriate  

methods to solve problems.  Parents can also support their child by simply ask-

ing them to ‘speak aloud’ when attempting maths problems and by asking them 

how they might check that their answers are sensible or correct.  Just being pos-

itive about maths, even if you don’t feel confident about it yourself, is a big help.   

Parents who wish to improve their own numeracy might find useful the national 

numeracy challenge at https://www.nationalnumeracy.org.uk/challenge/ 

Maths Curriculum At-A-Glance: What Your Child Will Learn 

The early curriculum at Settle College has an emphasis on Number.   

A summary of the year 7 curriculum is given below 

Number – place value, directed numbers, calculations, BIDMAS, square num-

bers and roots, highest common factors, lowest common multiples,  decimal 

calculations, solving problems with money, rounding and estimating, under-

standing the relationship between fractions, decimals and percentages, fraction 

calculations and percentage calculations.      

Algebra – continuing and describing patterns and sequences, writing and sub-

stituting into expressions, working with algebra, solving linear equations and 

understanding graphs and functions. 

Shape and Measure – calculations with time and converting between metric 

units, calculation of perimeters and areas of shapes including composite 

shapes, circles and sectors. 

Data – interpreting and drawing diagrams, graphs and charts and finding the 

mean, median, mode and range from data sets and from tables. 

Probability – understanding the probability scale and calculating the probabil-

ity of events, including exclusive and independent events, and likely outcomes. 



Supporting Learning Maths At Home 

Most of the learning that student experience in mathematics occurs in the class-

room.  We encourage students not to be afraid to make mistakes and to share 

their ideas.  A crucial aspect of learning in mathematics is that new understand-

ing needs to be connected to our existing knowledge of maths. 

Home learning is set in mathematics on an approximately weekly basis, to con-

solidate the learning from the classroom.  Parents can support their child by ask-

ing them what home learning has been set, and by establishing a regular time 

and place for completing home learning in the evening.  Even if no home learning 

needs to be done, just asking your child to tell you what they have learnt that 

day is helpful to reinforce that learning.   

We have listed below some ideas to help with specific areas of numeracy.  Some 

general things to keep in mind are: 

• using real life objects to support understanding, such as spoons, coins etc, 

or thinking of how the maths can be applied to real life situations.   

• not telling your child the answer, but instead supporting them to get to the 

correct answer, and asking them to show their working out. 

• playing games that support development of numeracy skills, such as scrab-

ble, chess, draughts and monopoly. 




