Independent learning in Physics

After each lesson, in addition to any set work, a pro-active independent learner would be expected to…
· Catch up on any missed lessons before the next lesson
· Read the relevant textbook pages before lessons so that you already have a basic knowledge of the content to be covered
· Ensure that notes are completed and filed in a secure folder – in the same order as content on the specification 
· You should again use the textbook to make sure your notes are detailed and comprehensive
· Use the End-of-Topic Checklist to highlight any sections that have been missed and then take steps to catch up on that work
· Make a note of any content not fully understood and review this either with a peer or by contacting your teacher
· Keep making mind-maps, spider diagrams, flow diagrams, comparison tables, etc. that allow you to present content in a new format – this will enhance your understanding of it
· Respond using purple pen to any comments on marked work. 
· Use past exam papers, mark schemes and examiners reports to improve your exam technique and to check you have adequate notes

Resources to help you study
	Resource
	Description

	Specification
	You are given these at the start of each of the eight A-level topics and they should be referenced to make sure you understand the relevant content and file your notes in the expected order

	End-of-Topic Checklist
	These A4 sheets are useful for revision purposes, although they are very similar to the specification they also indicate where you have covered the content

	Oxford AQA AS/A level Physics Book
 (Jim Breithaupt)
	These are the course textbooks for the AS and A level specifications and are the most invaluable resource

	Peers
	Do not underestimate the value of discussing content with your peers – explaining ideas to them or asking them to explain to you are both excellent ways of consolidating understanding

	Internet / you tube
	There is an enormous wealth of accessible and stimulating material out there. Good examples are shared when used

	BBC news
	The Science section of the BBC News app should be read on a daily basis to keep abreast of new advances in science



