Teaching in the Sixth
Form is now good with
much outstanding. Such
is its strength it is now
representing an example
of excellence for the rest
of the school.
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SETTLE COLLEGE

STRIVING FOR EXCELLENCE
IN EVERYTHING WE DO

A

t Settle College, we are proud to have
established a varied, inclusive and
aspirational learning environment that is
built on a foundation of mutual respect

and trust.

As a Leading Edge school, every member of
our team goes above and beyond to create an
exceptional learning experience and we look
to our students to strive for excellence too. We
believe that Settle College sets the bar in pastoral
support and educational provision and we support,
encourage and empower all of our students to go
beyond their best.
Settle College is a successful, vibrant
thriving school with a happy community
where innovation, creativity, enterprise
and a sense of fun is encouraged,
valued and celebrated.

If you would like to meet
our teaching team and see
for yourself all the ways we
are helping our students to
be the best they can be, contact
us to arrange a visit. We will be
proud to welcome you and show
you and your sons and daughters
everything that Settle College
has to offer.
Please contact us on
01729 822451 for an informal
discussion or to arrange
to visit the school.

WELCOME TO SETTLE COLLEGE
BE THE BEST YOU CAN BE

W

e know that every student has their
own unique personality, skills and
talents and this is something we aim
to celebrate. We are committed to
nurturing individuality and helping the young people
we teach to develop their confidence, unlock their
capabilities and fulfil their potential.
It is our belief that learning should extend far
beyond the classroom. That is why we place
great importance on providing all of our students
with a broad, balanced and diverse curriculum.
This includes a number of unique and exciting
opportunities to broaden students’ development. For
example, students have previously been selected
to participate in an innovative national athletics

I will be able to draw upon
the leadership, teamwork,
and other transferable
skills learnt at Settle for
the rest of my life.
CHARLES HIRST, FORMER
STUDENT AND GRADUATE
OF TRINITY COLLEGE,
UNIVERSITY OF OXFORD.

mentoring programme, organised by The Dame Kelly
Holmes Trust. The programme focused on working
with just a handful of young people from across the
UK and was extremely successful in promoting the
development of social skills, increasing confidence
and raising student aspirations.
Everyone at Settle College is encouraged to
embrace new ideas, think independently and
enhance their imagination. Art, for example, is an area
of the curriculum which encourages every student
to communicate in a very personal way, whilst study
of the sciences harnesses tenacity, decision-making
and an inquisitive mindset.
This broad approach to learning promotes valuable
life skills such as critical thinking, experimentation,
discovery and innovation.

STRATEGIC VISION
Our strategic vision guides our principles and is at the
very heart of our values. Bringing out the best in the
young people we are entrusted to teach is central
to everything we do - for us, the best way to do this
is by supporting the development of interpersonal
skills and academic excellence in equal measure.
Examination outcomes are, of course, extremely
important and we are proud to be one of the top
ten best performing schools at GCSE based on the
progress that students make. What is just as crucial
though, is that we provide our young people with the
opportunities they need to grow into members of
society who are as well rounded as they are
well educated.

Our aim is to...
• Evolve and develop a rich and exciting curriculum
that meets the needs of every learner.
• Become a centre of excellence through schoolto-school led improvement.
• Establish a strong partnership between families,
students and staff.
• Instil respect, courtesy and impeccable
behaviour to create a happy school culture and
learning climate.
• Challenge ourselves to go beyond our best.
• Provide high quality learning and teaching.
• Develop staff and student leadership.
• Challenge students with high quality,
meaningful feedback and dialogue.

ACADEMIC OUTCOMES TO BE PROUD OF

B

e the best you can be’ is not just our
school motto, it is a positive, aspirational
way of thinking that underpins everything
we do.

We are proud of the fact that, over the years, all of our
school leaders, teaching and support staff, governors
and students have worked together tirelessly to
make this vision a reality.

REALISING POTENTIAL
The school has achieved an outstanding record
of results and we are in the top 10% of schools
nationally for Value Added at GCSE, making us one of
the highest performing schools in North Yorkshire.

Attainment continues to rise and progress is strong
across all year groups. We are passionate about
inclusivity which is why, statistics aside, our key
focus is on providing every member of our student
community with the support, inspiration and
challenges which enables them, no matter what their
ability, to go beyond their best as individuals.
Outcomes for every group of students, across all
subjects, consistently track above national average.
For each year since the Progress 8 measure was
introduced, the Department For Education has
declared that ‘there is no better performing similar
school within a 75 mile radius’ of Settle College.
Our Progress 8 scores mean that students at Settle
College consistently perform at half a grade better,
per subject, than those with an equivalent
secondary school starting position.

Leaders’ vision for the
continuing improvement
of the school is ambitious,
realistic and accurate. It is
also shared and understood
by parents and pupils.
OFSTED

HARNESSING INDIVIDUAL POTENTIAL

F

or our young people, school is only the
beginning of their journey through life. That
is why we are passionate about preparing
them for the challenges that begin when their
school years end.

Technology, Engineering and Maths) are designed to
raise aspirations, support healthy development and
help students to put what they learn into practice,
equipping them not just for the exam room, but for all
of the tests with which life will present them.

We place a great deal of importance on readying
students for the road ahead and this is evident in the
way that Settle College blends a robust programme
of academic learning with a significant focus on selfimprovement. Students have access to an engaging
range of activities, designed to help them develop
qualities including self-discipline, resilience and
confidence, all of which are important building blocks
for a secure and successful future.

WORKING TOGETHER TO LEAD AND
MANAGE CHANGE
At Settle College, we aim to establish a culture of
leadership that sees students and teachers working
closely together to manage change.

An ongoing enrichment programme of crosscurricular activities is available to all age groups,
which includes research projects, peer coaching
opportunities and student innovation groups. All
of these are designed to challenge and support
students, promote deeper thinking and nurture
leadership skills. Students also have the potential to
be officially recognised by working towards an SSAT
(Schools, Students and Teachers network) Student
Leadership accreditation, which champions the
leadership skills they develop both in and out
of school.

A LEAD SCHOOL FOR COMPUTING

All of the initiatives we have in place, from The Duke
of Edinburgh’s Awards to ‘STEM’ Club (Science,

Catchment areas and league tables
aside, if I had the choice of sending my
child to any school in the UK, I would still
pick Settle College. The staff have a very
strong sense of doing what is right for all
the children. I have found everyone to be
dedicated to ensuring academic success but
there is also a very forward thinking attitude
towards mental health and well-being of not
only all the children, but staff and parents
too. I personally find that very reassuring.
PARENT

As a Lead School for Computing, we are committed
to helping our feeder schools and other secondary
schools to develop a cutting edge computing
curriculum.

DEVELOP

SUPPORTING EVERY
INDIVIDUAL’S ASPIRATIONS
STRIVING FOR EXCELLENCE IN
EVERYTHING WE DO

A

t Settle College we provide a broad and
balanced curriculum at all levels. The school
boasts superbly equipped learning spaces,
such as our state of the art Science labs,
and a stimulating environment, where students have
the best chance to fulfil their academic potential.
Every year group at Settle College enjoys a diverse
and engaging curriculum. National Curriculum
subjects are taught by specialists in English, Maths,
Science, Design and Technology, Languages,
Computing, PE, Art, Geography, History, Music, RE,
Drama and Citizenship. Student groupings are either
setted or mixed ability appropriate to subject learning.
Outside the classroom, students can enjoy
outstanding sporting facilities and participate
in a range of team sports and athletic activities.
Celebrating success is central to our values and
we are extremely proud of our enviable record of
sporting achievements.
Sport plays an important role in developing students
as individuals. As well as helping them to maintain a
healthy lifestyle, competitive group activities support
the development of a good teamwork ethic that will

be invaluable to students – whatever professional
field they decide to move into.

MEETING THE INDIVIDUAL NEEDS
OF EVERY STUDENT
We operate a ‘stage not age’ curriculum model at
GCSE where Year 10 and 11 students are taught
in mixed age groups. This means that learning
experiences are successfully tailored to meet the
specific needs of students of all abilities and it allows
us, as a small school, to offer a broad and balanced
curriculum and ensure that each child is challenged
and has the very best opportunity to flourish. Our
dedicated staff set challenging targets for each
student. We rigorously monitor and review academic
progress, attendance and behaviour to ensure
students are progressing and receiving appropriate
support.

EXCEPTIONAL PASTORAL SUPPORT
Our students’ wellbeing is, and always has been, a
high priority for all. Each year group is supported
by the Student Services Team who look after
the individual needs of each student. Creating a
supportive environment in which students are happy,
secure and confident is, without a doubt, the key to
positive learning and social development.

The school’s curriculum
is aspirational and
inclusive. Pupils enjoy
the challenge of
academic rigour.
OFSTED

GUIDANCE AND PATHWAYS
We are passionate about instilling tolerance,
responsibility, good manners, loyalty and kindness
in all of our students. By providing them with both an
exceptional education and a strong moral compass,
we support their transition, not only into further and
higher education, but into becoming successful and
respectful members of society.
Through caring guidance, students leave Settle
College with a clear sense of direction and are
equipped to fulfil their individual potential and
positively contribute within the wider community.

Pupils’ behaviour
and attitudes to their
learning are good.
The care and support
provided by the school
are well structured
and robust.
OFSTED

Settle College gave me a great
start in life and, returning to visit
recently, I was delighted to find
that it still had the same friendly,
supportive atmosphere that I
remember, but with modernised
facilities and an aspirational
ethos in which students are
encouraged to raise their
horizons and fulfil their potential.
ANDREW WARD, FINANCIAL TIMES

Strong spiritual,
moral, social and
cultural development
is a key characteristic
of the school’s work.
OFSTED

OUR SIXTH FORM
SUPPORTING A LOVE OF LEARNING
PROVIDING THE SKILLS FOR
SUCCESS

T

he post-16 curriculum is increasingly
diverse at Settle College. Our Sixth Form
students have the opportunity to study
an exciting and varied range of subjects,
which include A Level and vocational courses. As
students make the transition into young adulthood
and begin to formulate their aspirations, we ensure
they have access to the right combination of learning
opportunities to equip them to reach their goals.
The chance to engage with members of the business
community, take part in career days, volunteer in the
local community and learn from outside speakers
enriches and widens our Sixth Form student
experience.
Students enjoy outstanding facilities, including
exclusive use of the Sixth Form Centre. This
incorporates our exceptional Learning Resources
Centre, which provides a dedicated careers area and
an excellent IT suite.

NURTURING INDIVIDUAL TALENT
TO ACHIEVE THE BEST RESULTS
POSSIBLE
Our Sixth Form provides a small, welcoming
community where everyone is known and personally
supported. It is thanks to this that we are able to
deliver highly personalised teaching and help our
students stretch beyond their limits and attain
exceptional results. Students have an excellent track
record for exam outcomes – a real testament to the
continued commitment, focus and hard work of both
students and teachers alike.
The Sixth Form study programme is robust and our
learners are supported and challenged to effectively
prepare them for examination success and, beyond
that, to further or higher education or their chosen
vocation.

PATHWAYS THAT PREPARE
STUDENTS FOR THE FUTURE
Our students’ time in the Sixth Form prepares them
for life ahead and equips them to achieve their
goals, whether they be in higher education or their
chosen career. Our Head Boy and Girl Team and Sixth
Form Committee enables students to develop their
leadership skills and our Sixth Form students have
responsibilities across the school from cross-age
tutoring to supporting main school tutor groups.
We help our students to choose a pathway which
reflects their individual needs and aspirations and
we provide additional opportunities to elevate
knowledge and experience to help students stand
out in their chosen field. These include extracurricular activities, such as lunchtime and after
school clubs, work-experience opportunities, and the
chance to forge strong links with leading universities
and potential employers.
At Settle College, we also have a proud tradition
of offering students the opportunity to take part in
excellent educational excursions, both at home and
around the world. These have included trips to Berlin
and Iceland and visits to First World War battlefields
and CERN, a leading edge research organisation that
operates the largest particle physics laboratory in
the world.
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