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MESSAGE FROM THE PRINCIPAL
This first half-term of the new academic year has flown by! We began the term celebrating the
fantastic GCSE and A-Level results, so it was a very positive start to the year. The Provisional
Performance Tables were released on Thursday 15 th October and we are delighted that, based on the
percentage of students who achieved 5 A*-C (including English and Maths), we are ranked 11th out of
79 secondary schools in North Yorkshire (this includes private and grammar schools). The Value Added
measures are not out until January, but we should still be within the top 10% of schools
nationally. 68% of students achieved 5A*-C (including English and Maths) at Settle College, compared
to 56% nationally.
It has been lovely having all the students and staff on one site and the students are enjoying the use of
the new facilities. The Sixth Form students have more access to computers than ever before and the
new, expanded, dining room is working well, with students from all Year groups sitting down for
lunch. The new Year 7s are a lovely group of students who seem to be settling in very well to
Secondary school life.
I always look forward to reading the newsletter and it is great to see so many articles written by the
students themselves. Many of our students do wonderful things and the articles in this edition give
some good examples: from the challenge of the National Citizenship Service, to leadership
accreditation and Elle Bell’s excellent article on raising money for The Papworth Hospital in memory of
her grandma. We also found out recently that one of our Year 9 students, Zara Salim, has been
nominated for ‘Young Citizen of the Year’ in the Craven Community Champion Awards and she will be
going to the Awards ceremony at The Coniston Hotel this half-term. Brilliant!
Our links with other schools internationally continues to grow, with a visit from Ushari Layanga from
our partner school in Sri Lanka at the start of term and, only last week, students and teachers from
our Dutch partner school enjoyed a day at Settle College. Ms Ronchetti will be visiting Walasmulla
School, our partner school in Sri Lanka, over half-term. This provides our students with excellent
opportunities to learn about, and experience, different cultures.
We continue to have excellent relationships with our feeder Primary schools and we are attracting
more and more students from outside the catchment area. We do a great deal of transition work and
we have updated our website with examples of transition activities (see Parent section–
Transition). With all the changes to the Key Stage 3 National Curriculum, GCSEs and A-Levels, we are
meeting regularly with our Primary school colleagues. Only this week, the Year 6 teachers met with
our Head of English and Maths in the first of our Primary Transition Forums. Year 6 teachers will also
be joining us after half-term to visit Year 7 lessons to look at how students have progressed since
leaving Primary school. As a group of Heads (Primary and Secondary), we meet every half-term.
I will be writing to parents with more general day-to-day school updates after half-term.
With all best wishes for a restful half-term break.
Ms Costello
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MY FIRST TERM AT SETTLE COLLEGE
My first term at Settle College has been fun but hard
work. I have made lots of new friends by being with
them in lessons. In my classes, there are only two other
people from the same Primary school as me, out of the
twenty-six in the class, but I don’t mind because I’ve
made friends with most of them.
My favourite subjects are PE, DT and Science. In DT, we
are preparing to make clocks out of acrylic so, the other
day, we made a magnet to get us prepared for the big
test later in the year.

Harris is enjoying his time
at Settle College

In PE, we have just finished four weeks of football and
are moving on to four weeks of rugby. I love both these
sports and have joined the clubs for both. In 2017, we
will have the opportunity to go on a ski trip to France
and I am hoping to go on it.
My first term at Settle College has been great. I think I
am really going to enjoy being at this school and hope
to do well here.
Harris Dinsdale
Year 7 student

OCTOBER STUDENT OF THE MONTH WINNERS
Year 7—Laura Birrell
Year 8—Talia Caton
Year 9—Sophie Freeman
Year 10—Paddy Capstick
Year 11—Chloe Allan
Year 12—James Eather
Year 13—Alice Jones
Community Award Winner—Howard Hill
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A MIDSUMMER NIGHT’S DREAM

This year’s school show will be A Midsummer Night’s Dream by William Shakespeare. This is a
contrast to Grease, (last year’s school show), this year we have decided that we will focus on acting.
The Year 13 Performing Arts group will take the lead roles in the production and the Year 12
Performing Arts group will take on production.
Choreography will be by Sarah Cunningham and Sophie Marshall, make-up by Jenna Robinson,
costume by Sophie Marshall, and set design by Sam Ledger. The show will be produced by Jenna
Robinson and James Eather and directed by Mrs Power and Sarah Cunningham.
A Midsummer Night’s Dream will be performed from Tuesday 9th February to Thursday 11th
February 2016 starting at 7:00 pm in the school hall. We hope you can join us.

“The course of true love never did run smooth.”

Jenna Robinson
Sixth Form student
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OUR VISITOR FROM SRI LANKA
It was an amazing visit to Settle College. When I came here, I did not have a proper idea what
was going on or what would happen during the week but, finally, it turned into an amazing
journey.
The Principal, Ms Costello, the Science teacher, Ms Ronchetti and all the other staff members
were really helpful to fulfil my tasks at Settle College. All the students gave their support to
achieve my tasks. They were very friendly.
It was quite an experience to observe the classrooms and the lessons. Compared to our
education system, there is a huge difference between the two countries. I observed that all the
classrooms are equipped with new technology and the students do learning through practical
activities. It is really good and I wish that our students could have opportunities like this. I was
inspired by the teaching methods used by the teachers at Settle College, and I will use these to
enrich my own teaching. I had a chance to talk with each and every teacher, so that we could
share teaching methods and how to approach the students in both countries.
I got a chance to visit some important places in Settle as well and I really enjoyed my journey.
Finally, all the tasks were achieved, with the help of all the teachers and the students at Settle
College.
I give my special gratitude to Ms Costello, who organised everything and gave me a chance to
visit the school and also my special gratitude goes to Ms Ronchetti, who guided me and gave her
kind co-operation throughout the week.
Ushari Layanga
Teacher
Walasmulla National School
Sri Lanka

Ms Layanga enjoying the lights at
Blackpool
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OUR VISITOR FROM SRI LANKA (Contd/…)

Having Ushari visit the school has allowed us to further strengthen our relationship with
Walasmulla National School, Sri Lanka. Previously teachers from Settle Middle School and even
our own students had taken part in projects at the school. In summer 2013, Mr Paisley and Miss
Doyle took a group of students to Sri Lanka to help the school. Whilst there, they directed
performances, decorated the school with a huge map of the world and helped the Sri Lankan
students practice their English. I will be going to the school during October half term to help
establish more connections between the two schools, in addition to the current pen pals and the
diversity project. I also aim to learn from some of the teaching techniques used at Walasmulla
School.

Talking to Ushari about school and life in Sri Lanka has enabled me to reflect on our life and
culture both in England and at Settle College. Just like in Sri Lanka, at Settle College, we want to
provide the very best education for all of our students, whatever their background. Each and
every member of staff strives to inspire students to achieve well in their GCSEs but also to assist
them in creating a vision for their future.

However, here at Settle College we are privileged enough to have a great wealth of resources and
opportunities available to students to allow them to fulfil their dreams. Our students who seize
these opportunities are on their way to being the best they can be. It is my hope that by creating
this link with Walasmulla National School, we will help the engagement and aspirations of
students in the school.

Miss Ronchetti
Teacher of Science

Ms Layango & Miss Ronchetti taking
in the history of Skipton Castle
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SIXTH FORM STUDENTS WELCOME DUTCH STUDENTS

On Monday 12th October 2015, 32 Dutch students
visited Settle College from Staring College in
Lochem, East Netherlands and spent the morning
with some of our Sixth Form students. They were
visiting various places in the area, including Skipton
and Manchester, but came to Settle College to
experience what it is like in an English school.
They arrived at 8:20am and we met our Dutch
partners. They followed us to morning lessons,
where they had the opportunity to experience AS
and A2 subjects such as Media Studies, English,
Chemistry and History. At break, we had the
chance to find out more about their school and The
Netherlands. We learnt that they have different
subjects on offer, such as German, but do not have
the opportunity to study Art, for example. Also the
majority of students cycle for nearly an hour per
day to school and they don’t have to wear a
uniform. Many of the visiting students taught us
some simple Dutch phrases so we could get a taste
of their language.

Staring College

Although they were only here for a short time, many of
the Sixth Form students made friends with their partner
and plan to keep in touch.
It was very interesting to see the differences between
England and The Netherlands and it was a learning
experience for both the Dutch and Settle College
students. They left shortly after the start of lunch at
12:30pm: it was sad to see them go but, hopefully, we
will keep in contact with them via email.
Overall, the event was a huge success and showed the
best of Settle College. We enjoyed hosting our visitors
and the experience benefited both the Dutch and English
students involved.
Emma Kayley
Sixth Form student
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A PARENT’S VIEW
A-LEVEL RESULTS DAY
What a morning! August 13th 2015, A-Level results day – a day which sees the release of an
envelope containing a series of letters which would dictate the next three years or more of my
daughter and her friends’ lives. No pressure there then!
Arriving at school, there was a nervous buzz as students gathered with anxious parents and
made their way to the Library. It seemed to be a long walk to meet the “Keepers of the
Envelopes”, Mr Kaye, Miss Doyle, Mr Paisley and Mr Whitaker, who smiled encouragingly as
students approached their desks and took a seat.
I tried very hard to read Ms Costello – was her smile as we entered the Library just
acknowledgement we’d arrived, or did she mean, “Don’t worry, she’s done it” or was it a
“Don’t worry, we can sort it out” smile?

The relationships between the students were wonderful to see. As they lingered near the
doorway awaiting their turn, they reassured and encouraged one another. It was clear to see
they were a tight knit bunch, who had supported each other through what is, undoubtedly, an
extremely challenging two years academically. In fact, looking back, many who have taken ALevels, often feel they are the hardest exams they have ever taken. They also come at
completely the wrong time of your life – just when you are becoming more independent and
your social life is taking off, you are facing mountains of paperwork and reading. Additionally,
the step up from GCSE to A-Level is similar to the contrast between Ingleborough and Everest,
and making the leap and reaching the summit takes significant effort, a positive mind-set,
determination and sheer hard graft.
Contd/...
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A LEVEL RESULTS DAY (Contd/…)

As I awaited my daughter’s results, I could see other students receiving wonderful news
which meant they could embark on degrees such as Geography or Psychology or begin to
take the step to a rewarding career in Chemical Engineering, Forensics, Product Design,
Business, Medicine or Midwifery, following courses at highly regarded universities.
Suddenly all the hard work seemed worthwhile.

Once results were known, there was a shared sense of celebration and relief and I felt
very lucky to be there, both as a Mum and a school Governor, to see and share that
moment with the students. I am extremely proud of my own children, who achieved
excellent results, but also extremely proud of the staff and school. Settle College provides
a very high quality, small Sixth Form, where teachers know their students extremely well
indeed and are prepared to go more than the extra mile to support them in achieving
their dreams. They encourage them to aim high and support them when it all seems to
be a bit much.
To be in Settle College Library, that morning in August, was a special moment and one I
will remember for a very long time. A huge well done to everyone – you have done us
proud!
Sue Marshall
School Governor and Parent
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UNIVERSITY VISITS: A PARENT’S GUIDE
At the end of Year 12 and start of Year 13, parents across Britain begin to clock up the miles visiting university
towns as far afield as Bristol and Aberdeen, Glasgow and Liverpool. You too will soon be giving up your
Saturday lie-in to be up at the crack of dawn, or spending hours on the internet searching for bargain B&Bs for
a night stopover, as your pride and joy fails to appreciate you cannot make a 9am start at the far end of the
country when you live in the middle of the Yorkshire Dales!
We have embarked on several of these University Open Day visits. Yes, last year I was excited to be back at Uni
and gobsmacked by the improvement in the standard of accommodation. Gone is the grim, chilly but
admittedly cheap accommodation, as depicted by Rik Mayall and Co in The Young Ones. The gas cylinder has
been replaced by central heating, the rickety wooden chair by a leather sofa and the freezing bathroom
replaced by an ensuite!!! I could not believe it!
However, these Open Days can be a nightmare. There are a few basic facts which your child will probably relay
to you as ‘important’ but, then again, may forget to mention.
Fact 1: You need to book a place. Your child needs to register, then book a place for you all at the welcome talk
and at all subject sessions. If you don’t book, you may have just driven 100 miles for nothing. Also, if your
child is laid back about the whole Open Day application procedure, you will probably find out all the sessions
they want to attend are full. Make sure you know the timetable for the day and can fit it all in. Some of the
Open Days are held in the summer term, before your child enters Year 13. You have been warned!
Fact 2: Your child needs to find out where the Uni is. How obvious is this? You would think the Uni would be
well signposted but not all are and some are definitely not in the centre of town. However, do not, whatever
you do, rely on Satnav. Look at a map. Download a city map and find out where you can park. We were
tearing our hair out in Newcastle searching for parking spots as the authorities, in their infinite wisdom,
refused to allow visitors to park in the adjacent car park on a Saturday, despite it being completely empty.
Fact 3: Visit the accommodation. It might be a bit of a hike but you can’t really tell what the accommodation is
like or how far away it is from the Uni, unless you go and visit it. Most of the accommodation is privately
operated these days by companies such as Unite. It is all pretty similar to be honest and, once you’ve seen one
uni laundry, you’ve seen them all. But it’s still worth going. Check out where the nearest cheap supermarket is
as well, for self-catering purposes.
Fact 4: Some Uni Open Days are better than others. At some Open Days, you get a taster lecture designed to
inspire your child to apply whilst, at others, you clearly get someone who drew the short straw for working on
a Saturday and simply reads from the prospectus. If you get the latter, it’s disappointing but don’t let it put
you off. Find out how the course ranks in the league tables and, most importantly, how many graduates get a
graduate job six months after graduating.
Fact 5: You will be paying for it. If you qualify for a grant, apply for it. If not, know that the student loan pays
the fees but little else. Bank of Mum and Dad will probably be making up the balance on accommodation and
providing cash so your child can eat. Fairly crucial. Make sure your child has a job! Set a budget with them
and ensure all partying comes out of their earnings, not yours! Find out if there are bursaries available from
the Uni if your child achieves higher grades than expected – these can be around £1,000.
Fact 6: Some Unis will be falling over themselves to get your child to apply. They will bribe you with coffee and
cakes, pens, rulers, bags and sweets. They will have student guides on every street corner guiding you to
lectures and accommodation. Other Unis just don’t need to try that hard and frankly don’t bother. Take a
flask!
At the end of the day, your child will know where they feel happiest, whether it’s a campus or city Uni, a more
traditional institution or a more modern university. What matters is are they going to be happy there and are
they going to succeed? Once their results are in and accommodation is confirmed, students can often ‘meet’
their new flatmates through Facebook, which takes away some of the uncertainty of who they are going to be
living with for the next year. It’s an exciting time – good luck out there!
Sue Marshall
Parent and Governor
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OPEN DAY & OPEN EVENING

Settle College Open Day was a huge success! We received great
feedback from all the schools that visited and lots of positive
comments from parents!
There was a great atmosphere around school on the Open
Evening, with people excited to explore the school and students
filled with joy at subject sessions such as Business Studies, where
Mr Murphy allowed them to decorate gingerbread people, and
the Biscuit Challenge in Geography.
Science set out to enthuse the potential new students with a
fantastic display that quite literally made the children’s hair
stand on their head! The subject sessions truly demonstrated
how keen the teachers are to see the students succeed but also
emphasised the interactive learning here at Settle College.
The Sixth Form Committee ran a great Café in the refurbished
canteen, which featured cakes, biscuits, refreshing teas and
coffees; all served with a smile. The donations from the Café are
going to be sent to Macmillan Cancer Support: a huge thank you
to all who generously donated, it is greatly appreciated.
There were lots of students who had volunteered to help and
this, along with the great speeches from Head Girl (Amy Hird),
Head Boy (Robert Scaife) and Ms Costello, highlighted the family
atmosphere of the school and the excellent provision available.
I hope the potential new students choose to study here at Settle
College because, as a student myself, I feel Settle College has
given me the confidence and ability to tackle any obstacle in the
future. I can reassure them that if they choose Settle College,
they will have made the right decision.
Amy Marshall
Head of PR & Media
Sixth Form student
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SETTLE COLLEGE OPEN DAY, OPEN EVENING AND
THE GIGGTASTIC GAZETTE
We were delighted that Freddie Parsons and Hattie Black from Giggleswick Primary School
enjoyed their visit to us on Open Day and Open Evening so much that they wrote an article
in their school magazine, which is reproduced below in full. Thank you Freddie and Hattie!
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SETTLE COLLEGE STUDENT TEACHING AND LEARNING GROUP
GAIN NATIONAL ACCREDITATION
Congratulations to the members of the Teaching and Learning group. This pioneering group
has gained formal accreditation from the Specialist Schools’ and Academies Trust (SSAT).
The students were required to create an individual portfolio, in which they gathered and
uploaded evidence to showcase their leadership skills, by completing several tasks. The tasks,
completed last academic year, were:


Whole College growth mind-set displays;



Analysing the Marking, Feedback and Assessment Policy;



Developing the Teaching and Learning Policy, and;



Organising Sports Day.

The students then graded their work using a self-assessment framework covering ten core
skills. The portfolio was then moderated by the students’ peers: a true ‘by students, for
students’ award! This was then accredited by the SSAT.
The qualification ranges from Gold, Silver and Bronze. Nine students achieved Gold standard,
8 students gained Silver standard and 8 students achieved Bronze standard.

Well done to all students!

Mr Paisley
Assistant Principal
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NATIONAL CITIZENSHIP SERVICE

This summer, me and a group of friends took part in the National Citizen Service programme,
which had been advertised though an assembly at school earlier in the year. The programme
lasted four weeks and the fun started from day one.
The first week was camping in a forest and getting to know our team through team building
exercises.
The second week we were based at the Leeds Trinity University Campus learning about Uni life.
The last two weeks were about giving something back to the community. My team did a
sponsored bike ride, cycling the distance from London to Edinburgh. We also arranged a music
festival in aid of Scope.
The NCS programme helped build my confidence in talking to people and I've made friends for
life. I would recommended it to anyone.
James Eather
Sixth Form Student

The National Citizenship Service team
from schools across North Yorkshire
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PARENT/TEACHER ASSOCIATION NEWS

Welcome back to a brand new fundraising year and a huge thank you to all the volunteers who
signed up to offer help. (You should have had an email welcoming you, please check your spam &
send us a quick reply so we know we have your contact details correct.)
We finished the school year off last year with a visit to Ingleton Gala: a small crew with the STEM
car, the Rugby trophy & a few freebies to give out along the way. Huge thanks must go to Atkinson
Vos, Global Unimog Suppliers of High Bentham, who stepped in at the last minute to provide
transport around the procession route. We had a lovely day, lots of fresh air, ice cream and we won
a prize for our float!

The quiz night has been slightly delayed. We hope to bring you this event later on in the term, but
this (calendar!) year’s big event will be an Auction of Promises. More details to follow as the
planning gets underway.
We will be providing refreshments at the College production of ‘A Midsummer Night’s Dream’ in
February (Tuesday 9th, Wednesday 10th & Thursday 11th), as well as raffling hampers created by
lower school Forms. Proceeds will be split as usual between the Drama Department and PTA funds,
so please do come along and support us.
Our meetings are on the second Wednesday of each half term at 6.30pm, usually in the Conference
Room, but please check our page on Settle College’s website for updates. You are more than
welcome to come along with suggestions or offers of help on our dedicated email address; again,
see our page on the website.
We donated over £1,000 to Settle College last year; let’s see if we can double that this year!

Vicky Sawyer
PTA Secretary
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SIXTH FORM UPDATES

Currently, the Sixth Form Committee have been working hard on a number of events in school to
raise money for the selected charities; Diabetes UK, Air Ambulance, Guide Dogs for the Blind,
Teenage Cancer Trust and Harry’s Star.
They also organised the Settle College Bake Off, which took place on the 15 th October, where the
whole school was able to get involved!
There will be a Halloween themed fancy dress-up day for Sixth Formers and a dress-down day for
the main school on the 23rd October, for just the small fee of one pound. It should be a lot of fun
and is a great way to raise money for the charity, Air Ambulance!
As we edge closer to the Christmas holidays, a Christmas Jumper Day has been organised for Sixth
Formers and is expected to take place on the 18th December. Also, the Sixth Form Committee have
decided to continue ‘Winter Ball’: a great way to celebrate the end of term! More information
about these events will be released closer to the time.
The refurbishment of the Sixth Form Centre has been very useful and has provided many more
computers for Sixth Form students. Also, the creation of a separate Bistro is a great way to prevent
disruption for those students working through break and lunch time and a lovely place to take a
break from work and relax.
Amy Marshall
Head of PR and Media
Sixth Form student

Sixth Form students enjoy the refurbished facilities in
the Sixth Form Centre
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OXBRIDGE VISIT THE SIXTH FORM

School Liaison Officers from Oxford and Cambridge Universities visited Settle College on Wednesday
14th October to discuss the benefits of going to university. The talk started with a discussion on what
University actually meant to us as an institution. This developed into a revelation of the huge range of
courses available to study at university - from Equine Psychology to Contemporary Circus - along with
more traditional courses such as English Literature, Economics, Medicine etc. The presenters gave us
an insight into university life, including "dispelling" the rumour that all students were heavy drinkers,
telling us there was a wide range of activities which everyone was welcome to participate in - or not, if
they so wished - and that there were accommodating groups and societies for every individual passion
or hobby. We were introduced to the 'Russell Group', the collective name for the most prestigious
and highly-regarded universities in the UK, while also being reminded that even universities outside of
this group often ranked among the best in the world.

Part of the talk dealt with the practicalities of attending university, mainly tuition and living fees, and
the entry standards of major universities. We were reassured that there should be no financial barrier
to attending university, with student loans and grants available to cover all the costs of attending - we
were also told that the Cambridge and Oxford Universities both offered low cost meals three times a
day for those who wanted to avoid the stress of preparing their own meals.

The event ended with a short talk about the grades required to get into university, and how there is
also a need to look at hobbies, dedication to things outside of school and the ability to get through
interviews. The parting note was that, while GCSEs were not the be all and end all, we should start
considering our future choices now and put full effort into GCSEs to improve our chances of going to
university.

Nathan Jeffs
Year 11 student
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YEAR 12 GEOGRAPHY RIVER TRIP
FRIDAY 16TH OCTOBER 2015

The AS Geography group set off 'up ‘n’ down dale' on our river investigation. Led by Mr
Whitaker, we were in search of data, and not a river creature, for our investigation!
Having had a complete Geography lesson about The Dales out of the minibus window, we
descended into Arncliffe, having driven over Malham Moor and into Littondale. We ventured
further up to Kettlewell and Buckden like a Tour De France stage and veered left to
Oughtershaw, where we began our work.
The group split into three teams, collecting data to compare to the Bradshaw Model to see how
a river’s variables changed downstream. With some slippy moments and wet feet, we had the
data collected, spotting coral that had once formed in this warm tropical environment called the
Yorkshire Dales(!), to which Ellie Dugdale asked 'What has gone wrong?!', as she stood there in
multiple jackets, wellies and a hoodie, keeping warm!
Once the data had been collected, we boarded the minibus and headed for a well deserved
snack. We shall be using the data to produce our write-ups to the question: 'Does the River
Wharfe follow the Bradshaw Model in its upper reaches?’

The AS Geography Group
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OXFORD UNIVERSITY
MATHS SUMMER SCHOOL

During the summer, forty of the UK’s top young, female mathematicians were invited to Oxford
University to take part in a Maths summer school run by the United Kingdom Mathematics Trust
and I was lucky enough to take part.
Of course, Maths from nine in the morning till eight at night isn’t most people’s idea of a perfect
week but it was thoroughly enjoyable. We learned lots of new things designed to challenge us,
like Modular Arithmetic, the Pigeon Hole Principle and the AM-GM Inequality. My personal
favourite session was Continued Fractions (fractions involving things like the square root of two),
which was taught by an Oxford professor! In fact, several professors from Oxbridge came in to
teach us, which was definitely an amazing experience.
The most nervous experience of the week was when we were handed a sheet of difficult
problems and told that we would be going in small groups to have a discussion with a professor
about the solutions the very next day. Luckily, I managed not to make a fool of myself!
We stayed in Balliol College, which is in the heart of Oxford, and we somehow found time,
between all the Maths, to make great friends. We played games most nights and some of the
girls even managed to find time to organise a communal Great British Bake Off viewing! There
was also a talent show, where somebody tap danced, another performed a monologue and
someone else played the saxophone; definitely an interesting night.
All in all, it was a wonderful week and I still talk to the other girls. It was educational, good fun
and the food was amazing!

Charlotte Green
Year 12 student

Charlotte (far left) at Oxford University
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THE SETTLE COLLEGE BAKE-OFF
Settle College paid tribute to the Great British Bake Off in spectacular fashion recently, as cake,
cream and laughter spilled across the stage as four contestants battled it out for freshly-baked
victory.

The would-be winners were tasked to run through an obstacle course assembled on the school
stage - after being made thoroughly dizzy, of course - and, as if that wasn't enough, they had to
take their cake with them! Chaos ensued, and many cakes were smashed, dropped, and faceplanted - until a clear victor emerged, with Millie Brennan from 9W claiming the 2015 title for
her Form!
Separately, an individual Bake Off was held (where contestants didn't have to run an obstacle
course), and the entries were judged by our very own elite panel on taste and presentation. From
the get-go, there could have been only one winner - Zach Hilton in Year 7!

Zach’s winning cake. Well done Zach!

Prizes have been distributed and cakes (or what's left of them) have been returned to their rightful
owners. Overall, the Bake Off raised £46 for Guide Dogs for the Blind. We’re all looking forward to
the return of this one-of-a-kind event next year!

Fred Price
Sixth Form Student
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SETTLE COLLEGE LIBRARY: STUDENT LIBRARIANS
As Student Librarians, we help in the Library at lunch times, checking books in and out. The
library is such a fun place for students to come to do homework and play educational games.
We have thirteen Student Librarians, who come to the Library to help Mrs Howarth; Rosie is our
chief shelf tidier. We are looking at organising a chess challenge competition after half term and
we are hoping to do some fundraising to buy magazines for the Library.

The Student Librarian team

Rosie tidying our shelves.
Thank you Rosie!
Students enjoying the
lunchtime Games’ Club
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SUMMER WORKS

The following areas have been renovated over the summer
period:
Upper School Kitchen and Dining Room: The old kitchen was
removed and a brand new kitchen installed. This included new
equipment to improve food production and energy savings.
The dining room was extended and a new ‘Grab and Go’ area
introduced. This means that students can get cold food without
the need to queue in the hot meals’ line.
Drama: In order to house the new dining room, we needed to move the Drama Studio to a new
classroom. The new Drama Studio provides excellent facilities for students.
Sixth Form: As part of the school improvements, we also renovated the Sixth Form area. We moved
the Bistro to the back of the centre, to allow the study area to be increased and better equipped. In
addition, we included two new classrooms to allow Sixth Form lessons to take place within the Sixth
Form area.
The Hub: The SEN&D area has moved to the old nursery building. This has enabled us to improve
the facilities available to our students and allow us to support each child. In addition, new computers
have been installed to allow learning to be better supported.
IT Suite: We have renovated a classroom to become an IT Suite. All computers are new and this
ensures students have sufficient IT facilities.
Offices: There were various offices for teachers, support and pastoral members of staff based at the
Lower School. All staff have now been rehomed within the Upper School site.
Music: The Music classroom has been moved to the Upper School Site. Improvements are ongoing
and work is being conducted over half term.
English: The English Department has been moved into the Bradley Building. This has enabled us to
house both Maths and English in the same building.
Visitor and Staff Toilets: Toilet facilities for visitors and staff have been improved.
All work was funded by North Yorkshire County Council, with the exception of the computers and
some internal improvements. These were funded by the College’s Capital budget, which must be
spent on building and IT improvements.
The Lower School site is still maintained by the College and we continue to support Freda’s Nursery
and the Children’s Centre, which are now housed there.
Lisa Hart
Cluster Business Manager
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YEAR 9 GEOGRAPHY: SYRIA
Year 9 Geography students have been studying the Syrian Refugees and their journey across Europe.
They have written poems to demonstrate their understanding of the situation and we are pleased to
include a couple of these below:
A life-changing decision with challenges ahead.
Because of explosions and fire that made my life stop dead.
A trek across the ocean blue, Scared that I will drown.
To stop at the end of the journey, to walk another thousand
miles.
To catch a train to our new life, But it’s not the end of the
line.
The camps were we stay are damp and cramped, in a way
its lonely waiting and waiting.
For my new life ahead.
This is the decision we made, the life-changing decision with challenges ahead.
Kyra Walshaw
Year 9 student
In a country of war and guns
In a country of death and destruction
There stands a woman, standing in the dust and rubble
Like so many others, she has to run, run from the devastation, running for her life, she has no choice,
She sees her life fall around her: her family; her friends; her home.
She shouts out to the world "I am here, I am here!", but no one hears her,
She has to run, but where? To a better place where there are no wars, guns and bombs.
She is no one, she lost her past, her life. Nobody cares for her, but someone out there, she can be
loved.
No one should go through this, ever, ever, but they do, to the unfortunate people living in the midst of
the battle.
But just one word that makes her keep on going, over land and sea, to get round the obstacles, to
make herself known, to make the world stop and listen, she knows she can make it,
Just by one powerful word...
...Hope.

Jamie Lewis
Year 9 student
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STEM GREENPOWER RACING 2015

The following report was compiled by
members of STEM about when we went
to Aintree on the 23rd of September,
including how well we did, problems we
encountered and the times we managed
to achieve with an 8 year old kit car!

Pit Crew Selection
Our pit crew was a selection of people who either couldn’t drive or people who were not currently
racing at the time of the pit stop. The primary pit crew was George Mason, Ethan Clarke and Ben
Coote, the reason for this was because we discovered at the very last minute that we (the main pit
stop crew) could not fit in the car as we were too tall. This was unexpected to us and completely
messed up the order we were planning to go into the race with. Our point of being the pit crew
between races was to make sure that we could get out into the next race quickly and without any
issues. Unfortunately, this was not the case, as we had some significant problems.
Ben Coote
Year 10 student
What was the problem?
At the start of the second race we had a significant problem. There was something on the battery
terminals which was preventing us from racing: corrosion. This caused problems by breaking the
circuit that was created by the batteries and the wiring in the car, which made the car shunt forward
and then lose all power quickly. This problem was only found once we were already on our way out
of the pits, which was inconvenient. We solved this by sanding it down with a file. We then put the
battery terminal back on and the power worked ……. problem solved.
Ethan Clarke
Year 9 student
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Race analysis – 2015 Aintree heat
We departed at 7:00am on the 23rd September 2015 and travelled to Aintree racecourse (a
popular motorsport and equestrian venue). Overall, we came third in the kit car competition
and were ranked eleventh overall. Our success was due to the organisation of our pit crew
and we were highly dynamic in the preparation of our drivers prior to changing of the driver.

Aintree – Race 1
1st Racer-John-Jo Cummins
Number of laps: 8
Fastest lap: 4:30
2nd Racer-Jamie Lewis
Number of laps: 6
Fastest lap: 4:43
3rd Racer- Anna Ward
Number of laps: 3
Fastest lap: 5:33

In the first race, the weather was good and the car drove well, as we achieved an overall
fastest lap time of 4:30 but, as our third racer entered the pit and swapped with the second
racer, the wheels stopped dead in their tracks as the motor wasn’t working. This catastrophe
caused us a time of 12:42.
Race 2
Ten minutes from the start of Race Two, we tried the car as a precaution to see if it worked;
finding it would not start. As the cars set out to go on to the track we tried again but the car
still didn’t work. It turned out there was corrosion on the battery terminals, meaning the
power could not get to the motor, in simple terms but, after a bit of tinkering with a file, we
managed to make it onto the track but we were at the back of the Grid. The first racer, who
was Ben Bradley, did nine laps and set the best lap of the second race, setting a time of 4
minutes 31 seconds. The second racer, who was Harvey Sutcliffe, did four laps and got a time
of 4 minutes 44 seconds and, finally, James Clapham trundled around for 3 laps, setting his
best time of 5 minutes 51 seconds and finishing ninth.

The STEM Greenpower Team
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MY JUNIOR GREAT NORTH RUN STORY
I decided to take part in The Junior Great North Run, which is 4K run,
on the 12th of September 2015 in memory of my grandma who
passed away in April. I decided to raise money for The Papworth
Hospital, who took care of my grandma for many years. I set myself a
challenge to do something sporty in memory of her, as she was a
Paralympian and loved to do sports. I set myself a target of raising
£100, not realising how generous and supportive the people around
me would be.
My grandma, Daisy Holmes nee Flint, was an amazing woman who
faced many challenges in her life. In the spring of 1953, she became
sick with Polio and was in hospital for a year. When she went back
home, her legs were encased in metal and leather frames from ankle
to thigh and she walked stiffly with the aid of a walking frame. But
she just came home and, without any outside help, my family had to
get on as best it could. She went up and down stairs using her hands
and her shoulders, and the frames had to be fitted before she could
move anywhere, eventually ending up completely paralysed from the
Well done Elle!
waist down.
As my grandma grew up, she had a special focus which
was sport. The Cheltenham branch of the Polio Fellowship
held Sunday morning swimming sessions for the disabled
at Alston Baths in Cheltenham. This is where my grandma
learned to swim, to excel at it and become an athlete with
her own coach. In 1962, she was chosen to represent GB
in the Paraplegic Commonwealth Games in Australia. At
17, she was the youngest member of the team. She won 2
Gold medals, 5 Silver and 1 Bronze medal for swimming,
table tennis and field events. The Brits were the runnersup at the games. Two years later she was chosen again to
represent team GB at the Paraplegic Olympics in Tokyo.
She didn’t win as many medals but she had an amazing
time.
I went training everyday with my brother in the weeks
leading up to the run, to build up my strength. When it
came to the big day, I travelled up to Newcastle/
Gateshead with my parents and best friend, all excited but
also nervous, as I wanted to run a good time. It was raining
really heavily but it cleared up just as I was about to start
running. At times I found it difficult but I kept going and
ran my best time 28.08 minutes. So far I have raised the
amazing amount of £450 for Papworth Hospital Charity!

Elle making her way to the start!

This was an amazing experience and has inspired me to do
more for charity in the future. Thank you to everyone for
sponsoring me. My webpage is still active if you want to
read more or make a donation, www.justgiving.com/
ElleBell
Elle Bell
Year 9 student
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NATIONAL CHAMPIONS AND EXCELLENT AMBASSADORS
TO SETTLE COLLEGE

Congratulations to Ryan & Rhys.
(Rhys is on the left.)

Congratulations to Ryan and Rhys Watmough for producing excellent times in the National
Road Relay Championship competition. The U13 boys of Keighley and Craven AC team beat
the very best in the country to come first.
A time of 14:08 from Rhys Watmough supported his victorious team.
Ryan Watmough symbolised what team spirit is and ran an excellent leg. After a nasty fall and
being trampled on, Ryan was left behind by hundreds of meters. However, he shrugged off the
pain and passed the majority of runners to show his great ability, with a time of 14:08. Well
done boys!
Mr Paisley
Assistant Principal

YEAR 7 GIRLS CUP NETBALL FIXTURE
Well done to all the girls who played in the cup fixture against Queen Margaret’s. The first half
of the game was exciting but the goals kept going into the wrong net. Once the team settled
in, they managed to defend with confidence and success, stealing the ball from their
opponents and converting into goals. Considering this was the first Year 7 game, it showed
amazing potential for the girls, who worked hard throughout and never gave up! Final score
Queen Margaret’s 10 – Settle College 2.
Well done to the squad: Madeleine Prince, Isabella La Fauci, Erin Cummins, Erin O’Connor,
Nell Shepherd, Rosie Chapman, Rebecca Ashcroft, Honey Kaup-Samuels, Charlotte Stewart.
Miss Vickery
Teacher of PE
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LEADING THE WAY AT SETTLE COLLEGE
Settle College Sports Leaders have had a busy start to the year, with five Primary School competitions
taking place during October. The first was the Area Cross Country selection event, whereby the Sports
Leaders were asked to be the marshals around the course, the finish funnel stewards handing out the
positions, the results recorders and hares at the front of each race to guide the students in Years 3-6
around the course. There were over fifteen Sports Leaders at this event, which allowed the
competition to run smoothly and efficiently.
The next two competitions were Multiskills events, where the Sports Leaders organised and ran
different stations of activities for the Reception and Year 1 students from eleven of the local Primary
Schools. The PE Co-ordinator at Bentham Primary School said, “Please could you also pass on our
thanks to the Sports Leaders at the College - as always they were fantastic and so lovely to our
children.” A great compliment to the students in Miss Watt’s Form; she is very lucky to have such a
great group of students!
The final competition was the Area round of the Cross Country competition in Giggleswick School’s
grounds. Laura Birrell, Erin Cummins, Megan Baines and Harris Dinsdale were an asset to the College;
in charge of the finish funnel and result taking. Without them, the competition would not have been
a success.

Ms Mercer
School Sports Co-ordinator
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STONYHURST COLLEGE VS SETTLE COLLEGE 1ST XI
WEDNESDAY 23RD SEPTEMBER 2015
(RESULT: WON 4-2)
In the first game of the year, the Sixth Form team travelled to Stonyhurst College, near Clitheroe. Having never
played together, due to playing for various teams out of school, the team got off to a slow start in damp, rainy
conditions. In the first five minutes, Stonyhurst dominated play, with the 1st XI barely getting a touch of the
ball, when a lack of communication across a newly formed back four led to an unmarked Stonyhurst striker
being able to tap in from close range.
As the half progressed, we worked our way back into the game when winger, Jacob Wroe, reacted quickest to
a loose ball and expertly lobbed the Stonyhurst keeper from 25 yards to bring the game back to 1-1. The goal
boosted our confidence and, after George Houldsworth picked out Joel Wynne with a pin-point accurate pass,
he twisted and turned his way around the Stonyhurst midfield, before being fouled in the box to win a penalty.
Ollie Whitham took the penalty and placed the ball to the keeper’s right to bring the score to 2-1, with the
score staying the same until half time.

Into the second half, after several positional changes, we tried to start with the same high intensity that we
finished the first half with. However, a lack of decisiveness across the pitch led to Stonyhurst putting us under
increasing pressure and they profited from a cheaply conceded corner, by scoring with a header from inside
the 6 yard box. As the half progressed, neat intricate play by Joe Pickles, Ben Hulse and Connor Hastie showed
our class but, despite our best efforts, we couldn’t create any scoring opportunities. Then, a tactical change to
drop Man of the Match, Houldsworth, into defence and push Joel Wynne forward, led to him winning another
penalty which, once again, Whitham coolly slotted past the Stonyhurst keeper. Following this, we had
numerous chances on goal, with Hulse having the best of the chances, but a good save stopped his effort,
from a distance, nestling in the top corner. A late goal from Whitham, after a driven Hulse cross, confirmed a
good win for the team.
George Houldsworth’s stand-out performance, including strong tackles and accurate passes, made him the
Man of the Match, despite him getting a silly yellow card for a reckless tackle.
Settle College 1st XI Team
Daniel Lowe (GK), James Burrow, Isaac Wroe, Connor Hastie, Daniel Cockett, Jacob Wroe, Joel Wynne, Oliver
Whitham (Captain), Edd Garland, George Houldsworth, Ben Gait, Joe Pickles & Ben Hulse
Mr Harrison
Teacher of PE
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U13 BOYS’ RUGBY UNION TOURNAMENT
Well done to the squad who competed in the White Rose Tournament at Wharfedale Rugby Club. The
team were fantastic and, although we beat Upper Wharfedale and lost out to Ermysted’s Grammar,
Bingley Grammar and Ilkley Grammar schools, the games were very close!
Against Bingley, it was the battle of the ‘giants’, where the same player scored three times and proved
too much for Settle’s defence. Ermysted’s match gave an interesting start and Jack Roberts got the
Settle team off to a good start, scoring first, rattling their opponents.
Upper Wharfedale competed well but Settle’s attack dominated play, ending up with the winning
result!
Ilkley was a game of tired legs and the lack of depth in the Settle squad became apparent; the result
going against Settle.
Outstanding leadership came from the Captain, Thomas Darwin, and player’s Player of the
Tournament went to Elliot Belt.
Well done to the squad:
Thomas Darwin, Tom Dale, Ed Bradley, Tom Southworth, David Eccleston, Charlie Hickson, Ollie
Macnab, Ethan Cottam, Ollie Drew, Harry Murfin, Matthew Coleman, Toby Roberts, William Monks,
Elliot Belt.
Miss Vickery
Teacher of PE
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A CLEAN SWEEP: YEAR 7 RUGBY

A MIXED START: YEAR 8 RUGBY

In our first match we played against South
Craven School. We won 25-0 and they never got
into our half. Harris Dinsdale put in some
superb tackles and William Daley did some
excellent runs.

The Year 8 rugby team have had three rugby
festivals this year, with mixed results.
The first festival saw the team draw against
Ilkley Grammar School and Skipton Academy.
The first match was against Ilkley Grammar
School, which Settle College lost 5-0. Excellent
defence from Ilkley stopped the Year 8 boys
from scoring. Against Skipton Academy, Settle
College were leading 10-0 but, with 5 minutes
left on the clock, a crazy decision occurred,
with everyone kicking the ball away and losing
possession. Skipton Academy was able to
capitalise on this and score two tries, leaving
the match 10-10.

Our other match was against Upper Wharfedale
(our rivals) who could not stand up to our high
intensity. We beat them by ten points to nil.
Ollie Macnab did some great runs and scored.
We will point out Freddie Spensley, because he
did some superb kicking, and Adam Dunwell was
a hard runner and a brilliant tackler overall. We
thought we played well but we need to work on
our passing.
In our third match of the tournament, we played
Ilkley Grammar School, whom we managed to
beat with a score of 15-0. This was one of the
tightest matches of the tournament, although
we managed not to concede of any points. In
the subsequent and final match, we played
Skipton Academy, easily beating them with a
whopping result of 50-0. We managed to end
the tournament on a high, having won all of our
games.

The other two tournaments showed
improvement with the following results:

Ollie Drew and Ollie Macnab
Year 7 students

Settle College

10-0

Ilkley Grammar School

Settle College

10-0

Settle College

10-0

Upper Wharfedale
School
The Skipton Academy

Settle College

5-10

Ermysted’s Grammar

Thomas Darwin and Charlie Hickson
Year 8 students
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WE NEED TO REACH OUR POTENTIAL: YEAR 10 RUGBY
The first big match of the season started with the Nat West National Cup against Queen Elizabeth
School, Kirkby Lonsdale. For the first 20 minutes, Settle College was flying high as they scored two
outstanding team tries, leading 12-0. Excellent performances from Freddie Howarth and James
Bradley showed everyone how to play rugby. The team might have thought this was going to be a
walkover. However, as time went on, Settle College boys started to make silly mistakes that cost the
team points. In the second half, with 10 minutes to go, the score was 12-45! The team was in shock.
They knew they had lost the match due to mistakes. A calling cry from Captain, Henry Macnab,
made sure they left the pitch with some pride by scoring last. Jordan McKenna smashed through
four opposite players, making sure the Cumbrians knew Yorkshire was a tough place to come from.
Final score – Settle College 19-45 Kirby Lonsdale.

The same situation occurred again when the team went to play in the Yorkshire League Tournament at
South Craven. All matches were played with excellent execution for the first 10 minutes. Every match
played saw Settle College winning. But, before the final whistle, the teams they faced came back to
win or draw. Little things like the defensive line in the picture below needs improving! Overall, a very
good start from the Year 10 boys and some excellent new team players have joined the team for the
first time.

Mr Paisley
Assistant Principal

Settle College

15-15

South Craven School

Settle College

10-15

Settle College

10-10

Upper Wharfedale
School
The Skipton Academy
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TRAIN AS A TEAM, PLAY AS A TEAM: YEAR 11 RUGBY

The Year 11 rugby team have had two rugby festivals this year, both at South Craven School. The
Year 11 boys have learnt the importance of training as a team. All matches have seen some
excellent individual performance from Captain, Robert Capstick, and fly half, Josh Walker.
However, as rugby is a team event, students must learn that training as a team means playing as
a team, especially during a fixture. All the opposition were able to move the ball around the pitch
effectively and attack space left by the Settle College players. However, the team has improved
the score line over the last two tournaments. Hopefully, when they start training as a full team,
they will start winning.

1st Tournament
Settle College

5-15

South Craven School

Settle College

5-35

Upper Wharfedale School

Settle College

10- 0

Oakbank School

Settle College

5-12

South Craven School

Settle College

5-14

Upper Wharfedale School

Settle College

10 - 21

Oakbank School

2nd Tournament

Mr Paisley
Assistant Principal
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