
 

 

 

 

 

Settle College 
Principalôs Newsletter 

And finally 

éé 

 

Reading through 

the newsletter for 

a final check, I am 

once again struck 

by the enormous 

diversity of events 

that our students 

are involved in. 

 

From tree planting 

to boxing, Strictly 

Come Dancing to 

Auschwitz, the 

students certainly 

make the most of 

the opportunities 

they are given and, 

in turn, give back 

to both the school 

and the wider 

community.  They 

are a very 

dedicated bunch.  

I am sure that they 

and parents will 

also wish to join 

me in thanking the 

staff who work so 

hard to make a lot 

of these events 

possible. 

 

 

William Bancroft 

Principal 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Farewells and Welcomes 
 

Farwell 
Mrs B Ketchell ï p/t Science 

Technician 

 

Welcome 
 

New Appointments 

Mrs G Daley: Data & Administration 

Manager 

Mrs V Pickup:  p/t Science Technician 

 

Maternity Appointments  

Mrs V Lewis: English 

Mr S Wattam: Psychology 

Mrs J Wulf: German  

Mr J Sandland: Music 

 

Maternity Leave 

Miss J Holdsworth ï Head of 

Wharfedale House and i/c Psychology 

Mrs P Sugden ï German 

 

Student of the Month 

  

The winners for January 

were:  
 

Wharfedale House:  Joe Hawkins 

Kingsdale House: Joshua Burgess  

Ribblesdale House: Jack Harrison 

Malhamdale House: Alice Fitton 

Community Award: Jack Syms 

91 students were nominated. 

 

The winners for February 

were:  
 

Wharfedale House:  Lois Evans 

Kingsdale House:  

Alice Michelmore-Brown/Neil 

Johnson 

Ribblesdale House Matthew Bravery 

Malhamdale House: Megan Sutcliffe 

Community Award: Amber Duxbury  

123 students were nominated. 

 

 

Jayne wins National Award! 
 

 

HLTA Awards  
 

Higher Level Teaching Assistant and 

SEN Manager, Jayne Lodge, has been 

awarded Outstanding HLTA of the Year 

for Yorkshire & Humberside.  This is the 

first time the award has been made and is 

a testament to Mrs Lodgeôs exceptional 

work with students with special 

educational needs.  The award was 

presented in York by Margaret Christian, 

Director, Carnegie Leaders in Learning 

Partnership (see picture above) and 

celebrated with a special whole school 

assembly. 

 

Dyslexia Quality Mark  
  

In March the school was judged by three 

Local Authority Advisors against the 

Dyslexia Quality Mark standards.  We 

are delighted to announce that we 

successfully achieved the Dyslexia 

Quality Mark standard.  The day 

involved the LA Advisors meeting with 

students and staff as well as scrutinising 

paperwork and observing lessons 

 

Creative & Media Diploma 
 

We have just learned that the College has 

been successful in its bid to lead the new 

Creative and Media Diploma for Craven.  

Our bid was judged as Category 1 (the 

highest): one of the very few to get such 

a judgement. 

 

Results and Enrolment Days 

 
AS & A2 Results ï Thursday 19

th
 August 

 

GCSE Results ï Tuesday 24
th
 August 

 

Year 12 Enrolment ï Wednesday 25
th
 

August 

 

Spectacular Unit Result at A 

Level 
 

Congratulations to the Year 13 A level 

Psychology students who achieved the 

following results in the January module: 

 

58% achieved Grade A 

25% achieved Grade B 

 

Of those students who achieved Grade A, 

three attained a maximum 100% and two 

attained 90% and over.  Well done! 
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Settle Saunter 

 

Saturday 15
th

 

May 2010 

The Rotary Club are 

holding their annual 

óSettle Saunterô on 

Saturday 15
th

 May 2010.  

There will be 9, 14 or 24 

mile walks for both 

runners and walkers.  

Further information 

available on 

www.settlerotary.org.uk 

or from Bob Hart on 

01729 830299. 

 

Sport (contd/é) 
 

Boysô Hockey 
In nigh well perfect conditions, the U15 boysô 

hockey team was beaten 4-0 on the Astroturf by 

an accomplished Giggleswick side.  The game 

started with both teams getting forward without 

creating chances in the D.  Sam Woodrow, 

playing as the lone striker, was sent through on 

two occasions during the first quarter, first by 

Firth and later by a clever pass from Wilcock on 

the right wing, but it was Giggleswick who 

broke the stalemate with a shot from close range 

after fifteen minutes. 

 

The two Year 9 players, Dan Smith and Jack 

Walker, played their part in defence alongside 

centreback Adam Townley, who had an immense 

first half and Peter Bentley, who was a great loss 

after he had to go off after being struck by the 

ball just before half time.  Will Pickles and Elliot 

Firth were linking well on the left and Davidson 

and Crosdale in midfield made telling passes, but 

their forays forward were able to be snuffed out 

by the home teamôs backs.  In the second half, 

Settle found themselves besieged: it was no 

surprise when Giggleswick scored their second 

and, whilst the visitors found themselves more 

able to work effectively on the plastic surface, 

they were never going to match the ball skills of 

the home team, although they managed to hold 

their own and create chances through their 

games-playing abilities. 

 

The game was valuable experience for the U15s 

and several players proved themselves in the 

game, not least goalkeeper, John Padley, who 

had an excellent game and showed that he has all 

the requirements for success in the position. 

 

The U14s were unable to emulate the efforts of 

the Year 10s, but there were some good 

individual performances on the evening, 

particularly that of James Laycock, who ran the 

game in midfield and demonstrated some good 

touches.  Jack Walker managed to repeat some 

aspects of his performance for the U15 game, 

notably his passing, but to no avail. 
 

http://www.settlerotary.org.uk/


 

                  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
  

Sport (contd/é)  
 
Craven School Sports Partnership: Loughborough  

Oliver Hargreave and Joshua Stanley are all set for their four day residential at 

Loughborough University. The Settle College lads were selected to represent Craven after 

beating off stiff competition from other Craven schools. Only four students from Craven 

gained places on this course and they will have the opportunity to complete bolt-on 

qualifications, try new sports and rub shoulders with Olympians. The course is organised 

by the Youth Sport Trust and will give Oliver and Josh amazing opportunities within the 

world of sport. 

 

Parkour Update 

As promised in the last Newsletter, please find some photos from the new Parkour Club.  

The club, which uses the school gym every Thursday, has been very popular and has 

attracted students that have not been involved in traditional sports.  Parkour is a 

combination of vaulting, leaping and gymnastic skills and, as you can see from the 

photographs, is not for the faint hearted.  The students have thoroughly enjoyed this up and 

coming sport and they have grown in confidence and skill.  

 

College Tree 

Planting Event 

17
th

 March 2010 
 

Students from Years 9, 10 

and 11 gave up an 

afternoonôs lessons to take 

part in a tree planting event 

to increase the biodiversity 

of Settle Collegeôs site.  

Not only will the trees 

themselves increase 

biodiversity, they will also 

provide a habitat for other 

species to live and support 

a whole host of organisms. 

 

30 saplings of Hornbeam, 

Silver Birch and Rowan 

were donated by The 

Woodland Trust.  Christian 

Lodge from the Yorkshire 

Dales Millennium Trust 

kindly supplied planting 

accessories and valuable 

expertise.  The new 

saplings have been planted 

behind the Geography area 

at the College and also in 

front of the gym. 

 

Kieren Bathers (Year11) 

stated ñItôs been great fun 

to plant the trees and even 

better to think that Iôve left 

a lasting impact on Settle 

Collegeò. 

 

Students have all taken 

ownership of their trees 

and are prepared to give up 

their lunchtimes to ensure 

that the saplings are well 

looked after as they start to 

thrive.  Students and staff 

of Settle College would 

like to thank Mr Christian 

Lodge for giving his time. 

 

Settle College 

students take 

Gold! 
 

Six young boxers from 

Settle College recently 

achieved Gold standard 

from the Amateur Boxing 

Association.  The six boys, 

Sam Arrowsmith, Tom 

McNamara, Wesley Preuss, 

Neil Sutcliffe, Jack Lindley 

and Barney Harrison, all in 

Year 11, have been training  

with Nik Brockton of 

Sandygate ABA  gym in 

Burnley.  They have shown 

real commitment to their 

physical training, a tough 

regime which has seen them 

gain tremendous aerobic 

fitness alongside strength.  

Not only have they gained 

great physical fitness but 

they have had to adhere to a 

strict diet and lifestyle plan.  

All the boys have shown 

great discipline and true 

grit.  Settle College is one of 

few schools to achieve this 

Award as it requires a great 

deal of time, commitment 

and, of course, raw talent.  

Their teacher, Mrs Hill, is 

extremely proud of her 

students, especially when 

watching them spar in the 

ring. ñIt was very rewarding 

seeing just how far the boys 

have come, although 

watching them spar in the 

ring was rather nail biting!ò  

Their coach, Nik Brockton, 

has told the boys they would 

be welcome in his gym 

anytime and should 

certainly continue to box at 

college or university. Well 

done boys! 
 

Tree Planting   Page 2 
The tree planting team (left to right): Peter Middleton, Nathan Webster, Jack 

Northrop, Amy Davies, Rosie Parker, Mrs Lodge, Laura Jubb,  Kieren Bathers, 
Jackie Atkinson, Joe Lister, Miss Harper. 

 

Year 11, 12 & 13 Examinations 
 

All students will have been issued with examination 

timetables and should be spending time on revision 

over the Easter holidays.  The timetables are also 

available on the College website for parents to refer 

to.  Each year some students jeopardise their results 

by not turning up on time for one or more 

examination.  Students will be charged if they refuse 

to turn up for exams.  It is very helpful for parents 

to check the dates as well. 

 

Please note that the Year 11 Leaversô Day is 

Thursday 1
st
 July 2010. 

 

Year 11 Maths GCSE 
 

It has probably struck you by now that the Maths 

modular system is quite complex! 

 

Most students take 3 modules on the run-up to the 

final paper, of which the best two count.  As things 

stand, we have results for the first two and we will 

receive the third result straight after the Easter 

holidays.  Once we are in receipt of the third result, 

we will write home explaining the current position 

for your son/daughter and detailing our 

recommended course of action required for them to 

reach their target.  That letter should be with you 

within a week of the Easter holidays.  

 

In the meantime please get in touch with me should 

you require further clarification. (Suzanne Doyle: 

Faculty Leader Maths and PE). 

 

 

Examination Information 
 

Parent 

Partnership 

Group 

 

The next meeting of the 

above group will take 

place on Thursday 29
th
 

April 2010 at 6:00 pm in 

the Sixth Form Centre.  

The focus will be the 

format of reports and 

progress reviews.  All 

parents are invited to 

attend.  Please contact 

Mrs K Mullett, 

Principalôs PA, should 

you wish to attend. 

 

Settle Students Support Sports Partnership Events 

Many thanks to Settle College students who have given up their time to support 

Primary school competitions.  Ellie Parker, Sarah Atkinson and Ellie Brown refereed 

at the skittle ball competition for Years 4 and 5.  Sam and Luke Woodrow all helped 

the Primary football competition run smoothly.  Event organiser, Ian Parker, 

commented on the high standard of Settle College young leaders.  

 

Boysô Rugby 

Settle U15s 6 ï 2 Aireville U15s 

Settle went into an early lead through a tap-in from Murray, who went on to make a 

hat-trick in the game.  Davidson and McLoughlin ran the midfield and enabled Settle 

to stay on top and Thwaiteôs impressive second half display set up several more 

chances.  Picklesô mobility was outstanding in goal and he dominated his area 

throughout and, whilst centre forward, Woodrow, did not get on the score sheet, his 

intelligent passing and support play was invaluable in securing the result. 

 



 

Rotary 

Competition 
 

Twelve students took 

part in a competition 

organised by the Rotary 

Club to design and build 

a display stand that 

advertised a charity and 

had a flashing light on.  

The major problem was 

to get the light to flash.  

Settle College entered 3 

teams; KS3, 4 & 5.  The 

KS3 team just had to get 

the light to flash, while 

the KS5 team had to get 

it flashing at a steady 

frequency of one flash 

per second.  There were 

schools from all over the 

Dales area and a number 

of innovative solutions 

were engineered.  

Settleôs KS3 team did 

particularly well and 

won the KS3 

competition.  The others 

did well but did not 

bring the prize home.  

The teams were: 

 

Year 9: 

Daniel Thompson, Alex 

Tarbox, Joe Clark, 

Gabriel Pickford. 

Year 10: 

Alice Michelmore-

Brown, Joe Hawkins, 

Peter Bentley, Will 

Pickles. 

Year 12: 

Nathan Hanson-Bragg, 

Ellie Parker, Emily 

Anderton. 

 

 

Student Information 
 

Student Learning & 

Teaching Group 

 
We now have a well established 

student Learning and Teaching 

group led by Ms Costello and the 

Head Boy and Girl but represented 

by all Year groups in the school.  

The group looks at key aspects of 

learning at Settle College and gives 

their views on what is going well, as 

well as areas for development.  The 

group has  already  carried out 

research into the impact of our new 

Marking Policy and has presented 

this research at a recent Leadership 

Group meeting.  The students are 

currently seeking studentsô views on 

what helps them to learn best. 

  

At Settle College we do seek 

studentsô views regularly on various 

aspects of the College.  This is 

undertaken in many different ways, 

including a Student Voice exercise 

during all Subject Reviews, Student 

Council, Sixth Form 

Student Committee and students 

being represented on interview 

panels for new staff. 

 

Year Ten Work Experience 
 

Parents of Year 10 students will be 

well aware that their children are 

busy applying for their placements.  

These take place 18
th
-22

nd
 October, 

at the start of Year 11.  Once again, 

we have a wide range of 

destinations, including theatres, 

farms, schools, stores, architects, 

publishers and radio stations.  

Thirty per cent of students have 

already returned their yellow 

application forms to College and 

are now safely booked on North 

Yorkshireôs system.  This is a great 

start.  We have to begin the process 

early because of Health & Safety 

clearance for all placements, Risk 

Assessments, and sometimes CRB 

checks, which can take months.  

Another reason for a January start is 

in case students are turned down 

and have to start again ï this can 

happen quite often through no fault 

of the student.  

 

Here is how to help your child 

make sure of a booking: 

 
Contd/éé.. 

Sock it to óem 

 

Girls Active has been busy supporting Sport Relief by selling the Sport Relief socks.  The 

red and white striped socks are sold for £2, from which a pound goes to Sport Relief.  

Settle College have managed to sell ten boxes and raised £400 in total.  Thanks also to 

Ingleton Middle who sold a box and The Sweet Corner in Settle that  managed to sell a 

box too. 

 

Rotary Competition 
All hands to the pump to get the pendulum 
working in the KS3 team. 

 

FA Young Leadership Camp 

 

Two Settle College students attended the FA Young Leadership camp during the half term 

holiday.  The workshops covered disability football, 5-11 coaching skills and refereeing 

and the sessions were delivered by FA regional staff.  The aim of the course was to give 

young leaders new ideas to take back to their local clubs.  Both Sam and Luke Woodrow 

already coach at Settle United and have completed their Bronze Step Into Sport award, 

completing 50 hours of voluntary service.  They now have to commit to a minimum of ten 

hours of voluntary work in order to use their new skills and develop their leadership 

experience 

 

North Yorkshire Golf Tournament  

 

Ashleigh Wood, Jordan Armstrong and Thomas Abbott will represent  Settle College at 

the North Yorkshire Golf tournament to be held at Pike Hills Golf Club, York on 29
th
 

March.  After the success of last year we are hoping to hold our own.  Good luck to them 

and we will bring you the results in the next newsletter. 

 

Bags of Fun  

 

Following the delivery of ten enormous boxes of equipment from Sainsburyôs Active 

programme, Settle College Girls Active Steering Group underwent four hours of training 

in preparation to run after school sports clubs for local Primary schools.  The girls have 

targeted Primary schools that are within travelling distance so they can get cracking with 

the clubs as soon as school finishes.  The girls plan to run ten sessions in the summer term 

targeting Year 1 and 2 pupils.  The equipment will stay with the Primary schools when the 

Girls active have finished, so everyone benefits.  

 

 

Boysô Rugby 
Kirkbie Kendal U14s 36 ï 

40 Settle U14 

On a slippery pitch and 

playing into the elements 

in the first half, the U14s 

got off to a good start 

when Quintas went over 

to score close in from a 

clever cross field kick 

from Walker.  This was 

followed soon after as 

Walton scored and Settle 

looked to be in control, 

but mistakes in defence 

allowed Kendal to get 

back with two undeserved 

tries and the lead was 

regained with a try from 

Walker, with Allsopp 

extending this before half 

time. 

 

Kendal showed much 

more resilience after the 

break and came back with 

three unanswered tries.  

Dakin scored to regain the 

lead, only to lose it again 

as the game see-sawed 

toward the home team.  

The game was decided 

only in the final minute 

when some good work 

from Marshall and Walton 

led to a ruck close to the 

line from which Batty was 

able to crash over to win. 

 

Girlsô Rugby 

The U14 girls went to the 

Yorkshire Emerging 

Schools Tournament as 

Champions for the second 

time, having won the title 

last year, and came out on 

top again.  Forwards, 

Imogen Doyle and Emily 

Reynolds and backs, 

Hannah Baines, Gemma 

Varley and Hannah Sagar, 

were impressive in the 

three games, although it 

was difficult to pick out 

individuals in games 

where Settle were so 

dominant. 

Sport 



 

 
                  
 
 

 

1. Check they have brought 

home the yellow form for 

you to sign and send to the 

employer, with all the other 

documents and a return 

envelope. 

2. If the form was sent off some 

time ago and there is no 

reply, the student will need 

to make a (polite!) follow-up 

phone call or email to ensure 

the form has arrived safely 

and is being considered. 

3. If the form has come back 

home, please sign it and send 

it in to College with the 

student. There should be a 

Risk Assessment document 

as well. Then we can legally 

make the booking. 

 

Please note that the Local Authority 

will not allow students to go on 

placements unless we have the fully 

signed forms in College in good 

time.  There were some outstanding 

reports for last yearôs students ï 

these were ideal for CVs and 

College applications.  A good 

proportion of Work Experience 

placements also led directly to 

employment.  We are very grateful 

to local businesses who support our 

students, and to parents who help in 

the process. 

 
 

Year 10 Work Experience 
(Contd/é) 
 

Four Year 9 students 

recently attend the Royal 

Armouries in Leeds to 

present at the óSolutions 

for the Planetô Big Ideas 

Event.  Abigail Hartnell, 

Jessica Hird, Jasmine 

Kendall and Kate 

Cartmell-Done have 

worked tirelessly over 

the last year to develop 

their idea of óLetôs 

Walkô, an initiative to 

encourage people of all 

ages to walk, helping 

with health, fitness and 

saving the environment.  

They have recently 

received sponsorship 

from The Co-operative 

Society and Leeds 

Rhinos are also 

supporting them in 

running a pilot scheme.  

Well done and keep up 

the good work! 

 

Laser Cutter in 

Technology 
 

In late February, we 

purchased a brand new 

laser cutter, capable of 

cutting all sorts of 

materials.  Year 9 

students were able to 

experience it on 

Technology Day and 

Year 11 students have 

been using it for 

coursework in 

Graphics and Product 

Design.  Itôs proved so 

popular and useful itôs 

never really ever 

turned off.  The 

display cabinet near 

Reception has lots of 

examples of products 

it can produce. 

 

 

  

Rocket 

Competition 
 

During Science Week 

(12
th
-19th March) we 

had an inter-House 

competition to build a 

rocket.  

 

The competition was 

run on a points system 

with the points being 

allocated thus: 

 

Points 

20 points for the 

greatest height 

15 for the 2
nd 

highest 

10 for the 3
rd

 highest 

5 for the 4
th 

highest 

0 for the 5
th
 and 6

th
 

highest 

0-10 points for design 

(including original 

design and good 

rocket design)  

0-10 points for the 

graphics on the rocket. 

 

The winners were: 

Malhamdale House: 

Mr Harrisonôs Form 

 

Wharfedale House: 

Mr Greenepôs Form 

 

Kingsdale House: 

Ms Fillerôs Form 

 

Ribblesdale House: 

Mrs Cowanôs Form 
 

Electronics Day 
 

On the 19
th
 March, nine 

Year 9 students had the 

chance to experience the 

world of electronics 

when a specialist 

training unit visited the 

College.  The students 

spent the day learning 

how to solder and 

assemble complex 

circuits.  They started 

on a moisture sensor 

you could use to test 

your plant pots at home; 

this was a nice simple 

circuit using a transistor 

as a switch.  They then 

progressed to a 555 

monostable circuit; this 

acted as a timer circuit 

you could use for 

something like a boiled 

egg or as an interval 

timer for gym work.  All 

the pupils produced 

these and took them 

home to use.  The 

students certainly 

enjoyed the day and 

gained a greater 

understanding of the 

world of electronics. 
 

Electronics Day 

Year 9 students ready for work! 

 
 

Student Information 

Young 

Presenters 
 

óLearning for Successô Enrichment 

Day 

 

On 26
th
 February 

2010, students 

took part in their 

third Enrichment 

Day of the year. 

 

Year 9:  

Technology Day 

 

Year 10:  Maths & 

English Super 

Learning Day 

 

Year 11:  

Maximise 

Revision Training 

 

Year 12 & 13:  

business & 

Enterprise Day 

 

Once again, there 

was a fantastic 

atmosphere as 

students had the 

opportunity to 

work óoutside the 

boxô. 



 

Houses of Parliament Trip 
( Report by Emily Anderton, Sixth Form Student) 

 

 

Artist in 

Residence, Art 

Exhibition 

Opening 

Friday 19th 

March 2010 
  

We were pleased to 

welcome back the Artist, 

Peter M Hicks, for the 

opening of the Art 

Exhibition.  On show 

was the work our 

students' produced with 

him, for Enrichment 

Day. It was good to see 

the students and their 

parents, who were very 

impressed with the 

paintings.  Some of the 

work is still on show 

near the dining hall.   

Peter said of our 

students that he was 

"extremely impressed 

with the standard of 

work and level of 

commitment from our 

students." 

  

A lovely evening was 

had by all.  Thank you to 

all who attended and 

here's to the next one! 
 

Half Term Holiday:  

Monday 25
th
ïFriday 29

th
 October 

2010  

 

Autumn Term Ends: 

Friday 17
th
 December 2010 

 

Spring Term 2011 

(Tuesday 4
th
 January is a training day 

for staff) 

 

Term Starts 

Wednesday 5
th
 January 2011 

 

Half Term Holiday:  

Monday 21
st
ïFriday 25

th
 February 

2011 

 

Term Ends 
Friday 8

th
 April 2011 

 

Summer Term 2011 

 

(Tuesday 26
th
 April is a training day 

for staff) 

 

Term Starts 

Wednesday 27
th
 April 2011 

 

College closed 

Monday 2
nd

 May 2011 (May Day) 

 

Half Term Holiday:  

Monday 30
th
 MayïFriday 3

rd
 June 

2011 

 

Term Ends 

Friday 22
nd

 July 2011 
 

 

Becta Home Access 

Programme 
 

Home Access is a 

Government drive to help 

low income families gain 

access to a computer and 

the internet at home. 

 

óChildren who have 

access to technology at 

home tend to do better in 

school exams, learn and 

achieve more and have fun 

while they are doing it é..  

As well as allowing 

parents to find out more 

about what and how their 

children are doing at 

school, Home Access will 

help families to sign up for 

on-line courses, apply for 

jobs on line, access on line 

Government services and 

save money ééô. (Becta 

2010) 

 

Eligible parents can apply 

for a grant to purchase a 

computer and pay for 

internet access (for at least 

one year).  Application 

packs are available by 

telephoning 0333 200 

1004.  (Calls will be 

charged at the same rate as 

01 or 02 numbers). 
 

The holiday dates for the rest of  this 

academic year and next are shown 

below. Could we again request that 

parents refrain from booking holidays 

during term time whenever possible. 

While we understand and sympathise 

with the high cost of holidays taken 

during school holidays, this is a factor 

which affects all parents and our 

staff.  We cannot grant an authorised 

absence in these circumstance 

 

Summer Term 2010 
(Monday 19

th
 April is a training day 

for staff) 

 

Term starts 

Tuesday 20
th
 April 2010 

 

College closed 
Monday 3

rd
 May 2010 

(Bank Holiday) 

 

Half Term Holiday  

Monday 31
st
May-Friday 4

th
 June 

2010 

 

Term ends 
Friday 23

rd
 July 2010 

 

2010-2011 

 

Autumn Term 2010 

(1
st
, 2

nd
 & 3

rd
 September are training 

days for staff) 

 

Term Starts 

Monday 6
th
 September 2010 

(Yrs 9-12) 

 

Tuesday 7
th
 September 2010 

(Yr 13) 

 

School Terms & Holiday 
Patterns 

 
 When Mr Beer told the Year 12 

Citizenship group we might be 

able to go down to London to 

visit the Houses of Parliament, 

we didnôt really believe him.  

But, just a few weeks later, on 

Friday 12
th
 February, there we 

were at Settle station waiting for 

the train.  It took us about 3 

hours to travel down and we took 

the tube to Westminster.  We 

then walked to Portcullis House.  

After going through security and 

receiving our passes, we were 

introduced to our guide, Jess 

Taylor, who showed us around 

the Houses of Parliament. 

 

It was really interesting seeing 

where the members of 

Parliament sat whilst in session 

in the House of Commons and it 

was much bigger than I 

expected.  We also looked 

around the House of Lords, but 

we werenôt allowed to sit down 

on the red seats ï only the Lords 

were allowed.   

 

After the hour tour was over, we 

attended an activity called óYour 

Voiceô.  We tested our 

knowledge of the different levels 

of Government and came up with 

our own laws to try and get 

passed.  Unfortunately, we 

werenôt allowed to take any 

photos inside the building, (as 

the security guard with three 

guns informed us just as we all 

began to pose), but afterwards 

there was a little time to look 

around the square outside. 

 

We saw lots of famous 

landmarks like Big Ben, the 

London Eye, and No. 10 

Downing Street ï from a 

distance - but all too soon it 

was time to leave. 

 

After another uncomfortable 

but amusing journey on the 

Underground, we got back on 

the train to Leeds and then to 

Settle.  Overall, it was a really 

good day and it helped our 

understanding of the way 

things work in Parliament and 

how laws are passed.  We all 

enjoyed the tour and, although 

we didnôt meet anyone 

famous, it really was an 

amazing experience. 

 
 



 

 

Lessons from Auschwitz 

Part One 
(Report by Year 12 students, Eleanor Dawson and 

Ellie Parker) 

 
When the opportunity arises for you 

to visit Auschwitz in a day you donôt 

automatically think that will be fun 

and letôs pack.  Our reason to apply 

to visit the infamous Nazi death 

camp was to experience it firsthand, 

not just out of a text book and also to 

extend our knowledge and hopefully 

understanding of the Holocaust.  This 

wasnôt a trip where it was first come 

first served basis; to be awarded a 

place on the óLessons from 

Auschwitz Projectô required an 

application form with reasons why 

you would want to visit and how this 

visit would help you teach others.  

Fortunately we were both chosen and 

the first step to Poland was to attend 

a seminar at Leeds University on the 

14
th
 March.  Arriving at Leeds, we 

met 100 other students from 

Humberside and North Yorkshire 

also taking part in the Lessons from 

Auschwitz course.  After an 

introduction we were introduced to a 

Holocaust survivor, Eugene Black.  

He talked about his experiences from 

his home town in Southern Hungary 

to Liberation Day at Bergen Belsen.   

After being in several camps 

including Auschwitz and Dora-

Mittelbau, losing over 5st in a 

few months and knowing that his 

sisters, mother and father were 

dead, it was surprising to see an 

80 year old man with a quick 

sense of humour, make jokes 

about his accompanying 

daughter.  We have all seen the 

pictures of liberated Jews and the 

awful conditions but this was 

something different.  We felt in 

awe of a man who had been 

persecuted at the age of 16 for 

just being born but held no anger 

or bitterness.  This story was 

made more sickening when he 

admitted that, although being a 

Jewish boy, he only celebrated 

Yom Kippur as he was more 

interested in school and football 

but was still taken to a camp and 

made to endure a living hell 

where the atmosphere was of 

death and the food was a lump of 

bread between eight people.  

After hearing Eugene, we were 

spilt off into groups and 

discussed the visit and our 

expectations.  We all agreed that 

it would be a long day 

emotionally and physically and 

so now our visit awaits us on 

March 23
rd
 when we travel to 

Auschwitz. 

 

As part of their duties as Head Girl and 

Head Boy, Sarah Richardson and Sam 

Hutchinson were asked to organise a 

charity event for the whole school.  They 

decided to hold a Settle College Strictly 

Come Dancing competition.  So, last 

October, Sarah contacted ex Head of 

Physical Education, Barbara McLernon 

and asked if she would put our recruits 

through their paces.  Barbara is a keen 

ballroom dancer and, with her vast 

teaching experience, she was the perfect 

choice to show our novices the ropes.  

Rehearsals started mid-November and the 

couples learnt the basic steps for the jive, 

cha-cha, samba and tango.  They then 

chose which dance best suited them and 

choreographed a routine.  Barbara and 

Jean Parsons attended the weekly 

rehearsals and offered support and advice 

to the couples.  There was a lot of laughter 

coming from the dance studio every 

Wednesday afternoon!!!!  

 

Although Sarah has been the driving force 

behind the event, she has been supported 

by other staff and students at school.  John 

Smith and Peter James have worked 

tirelessly behind the scenes with the 

technical aspects of the event: lighting, 

sound track and video of the training.  Lee 

Holtby produced the coveted glitter ball 

trophy.  Carll Lis and Jodie Bolland 

compered the event with style and wit and 

the PTA organised the raffle and 

refreshments.  It was fantastic to see so 

many groups pulling together.  

 

One hundred Year 5 students enjoyed the 

dress rehearsal and tickets for the evening 

show were sold out. The evening was a 

complete success with Charlie Hirst and 

Harriet Redfern raising the coveted 

glitterball trophy. 

 

 

The following day the dancers 

performed again; a final lunchtime 

show in front of the whole school.  It 

was their last chance to make those 

sequins glimmer and boy did they 

enjoy themselves. 

 

Congratulations to Sarah and Sam 

for making this event such a success.  

The evening was a super show case 

for Settle College and £283 was 

raised for the Haiti appeal and £100 

for Dance Rock. 

 

Judges 

Laura Wilcock from Helen Howard 

School of Dance 

Mrs Dewhurst, Assistant Principal of 

Settle College 

Martin Reynolds, Deputy Head Boy 

of Settle College 

Mr Bancroft, Principal of Settle 

College 

 

Couples 

Evie Hirst and Oliver Hargreave 

Rachel Hill and Shaun Hill 

Sarah Richardson and Joshua Stanley 

Charlotte Lambert and Declan 

Murray 

Ann Allsopp and Joe Lister 

Ellie Brown and Liam Swanson 

Harriet Redfern and Charlie Hirst 

Michelle Smith and Jack Sagar 

Ashleigh Wood and Sam Hutchinson  

 

Strictly Come Dancing 

Charlie Hirst & Harriet 

Redfern celebrate their 

success 

The competitors prepare 

for high scores! 

Charlie & Harriet ï 

professionals in the 

making! 


